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Dillon in his work, " The Eclipse of Russia," I cannot
refrain from re-entering the debate with the more com-
petent, authentic and complete testimony that my
former office as the Emperor's Minister of Foreign
Affairs enables me to contribute.
It is necessary, in the first place, to recall the circum-
stances in the midst of which the Czar found himself
on the arrival of the German Emperor, and to endeavour
to reconstitute his state of mind and feeling at that
juncture.   In the course of the few months preceding
the famous interview he had seen his armies defeated by
the Japanese in Manchuria ;   his fleet, under the com-
mand of Admiral Rojdestvensky, had been annihilated
at Tsushima ;  the revolution was spreading throughout
Russia and the absolute power of the Czars was menaced
by the masses, who claimed the right of representation
in the councils of the nation.   All this, in the eyes of
Emperor Nicholas, was the consequence of his war with
Japan,  that  distant  Power  which  would  never  have
dared to provoke  Russia,   would never have had   the
slightest chance of vanquishing her on the battle-field,
but for the aid of England, the hereditary enemy who
crossed Russia's path everywhere, in Europe as in Asia.
h it to be wondered at that, under such conditions, it
was not difficult for the Kaiser to persuade the Emperor
of Russia to join him in his plan for a continental coali-
tion against England, and to serve as an instrument for
drawing France in also ?    We have seen, however, that
after several months  of correspondence  the German
Emperor had not succeeded in overcoming the senti-
ment of loyalty which prevented the Czar from signing
the treaty without previously having secured the adhesion
of France.   The moment and the place were admirably
chmen by the Kaiser for triumphing over the scruples